Proposal of Research Assistantship

MSc in Economics and Development
Universita degli Studi di Firenze

SECTION 1 — KEY INFO

Research Project Title Mis/Disinformation in Social and Economic Systems: A Cross-Domain
Literature Review

Proposing Professor Giorgio Ricchiuti, giorgio.ricchiuti@unifi.it

Workload 150 hours, to be recognized as B004980 Tirocinio (6 ECTS)

Time Period September 1, 2026 — February 20, 2027

Working Place Hybrid (remote and Dipartimento di Scienze per 'Economia e I'lmpresa)

SECTION 2 — BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF RESEARCH PROJECT

The spread of mis- and disinformation through social and digital networks is one of the defining challenges
of contemporary economies and societies. False or misleading information distorts individual beliefs,
shapes collective expectations, and may generate significant macroeconomic and social consequences —
from financial market instability to failures in public health communication and erosion of trust in institutions.

Despite the growing importance of this phenomenon, the relevant scholarly literature remains fragmented
across disciplinary silos. Economists, political scientists, communication scholars, and complexity
researchers have each developed their own frameworks, methods, and empirical approaches, with limited
cross-fertilisation.

This project addresses this gap by conducting a structured, interdisciplinary review of the literature on
mis/disinformation diffusion across multiple domains: economics and finance, public health, political
communication, and environmental/climate policy. The review will map the theoretical mechanisms,
empirical methods, and key findings produced across these fields, identify patterns and gaps, and provide a
synthetic framework that supports subsequent formal modelling work.

SECTION 3 — DETAILS ABOUT THE RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIP

Objectives
After the research assistantship, the student will be able to:

« Design and implement a systematic literature search using academic databases (Scopus, Web of
Science, Google Scholar, SSRN), including keyword definition, Boolean search strategies, and
inclusion/exclusion criteria.

» Critically read and synthesise scholarly contributions from multiple disciplines (economics, political
science, communication studies, complexity science) on a shared topic.

+ Identify and map the key theoretical mechanisms, modelling approaches, and empirical strategies
used in the literature on mis/disinformation diffusion across different social and economic domains.

» Produce a structured, annotated bibliography and a synthetic literature review document suitable for
academic use.

* Present and discuss the main findings of the review in written form, identifying open questions and
directions for future research.



Main Tasks for the Research Assistant

» Definition of search protocol: identify relevant keywords, databases, and inclusion/exclusion criteria;
build a reference management system (Zotero or equivalent).

+ Systematic literature search across the following domains: (i) economics and finance; (ii) public
health; (iii) political communication and elections; (iv) climate and environmental policy. For each
domain, identify the main contributions on mis/disinformation diffusion, belief formation, network
dynamics, and platform governance.

+ Reading and coding of selected papers: complete a structured reading sheet for each contribution,
recording authors, methods, main findings, and relevance to the cross-domain synthesis.

« Cross-domain synthesis: identify mechanisms, findings, and modelling approaches that are common
across domains versus those that are domain-specific; map theoretical gaps and open questions.

» Drafting of a structured literature review document: a well-organised academic text presenting the
state of the art, the cross-domain comparison, and the identified research gaps.

Tools and Methodologies

+ Software / Tools: Zotero (reference management), LaTeX (writing), spreadsheet software for the
coding database; Python for bibliometric and citation network analysis (optional, non preferential).

* Methodologies: systematic literature review, narrative synthesis, cross-domain comparative analysis,
gap analysis.

Tentative Schedule of the Student’s Work

+ Stage 1 — Search protocol and scoping (Month 1, ~25 hours): Definition of keywords and search
strings; selection of databases; design of inclusion/exclusion criteria; preliminary scoping search to
assess coverage; set-up of reference management system.

+ Stage 2 — Systematic search and screening (Months 2—3, ~40 hours): Execution of the search
across all four domains; screening of titles and abstracts; full-text review of selected contributions;
construction of an annotated bibliography with structured coding sheets.

+ Stage 3 — Reading, coding, and cross-domain synthesis (Months 3—4, ~60 hours): In-depth reading
of selected papers; completion of coding sheets; identification of common mechanisms and domain-
specific features; construction of a comparative map of theoretical frameworks and empirical
approaches; gap analysis.

+ Stage 4 — Writing and finalisation (Month 5-6, ~25 hours): Drafting of the structured literature
review; revisions based on feedback from the supervising professor; preparation of final report and
logbook.

SECTION 4 — SKILLS AND REQUIREMENTS

Application Requirements
Essential Requirements:
* Enrolment in the MSc in Economics and Development at the Universita degli Studi di Firenze.
» Strong reading and writing skills in English (minimum B2 level; C1 preferred).
+ Demonstrated ability to engage with academic texts across disciplines.
* Good organisational skills and ability to work independently and meet deadlines.

Preferential Requirements:

+ Familiarity with at least one of the following areas is welcome but not required: behavioural
economics, network economics, political economy, political science, environmental economics, or
media and communication studies.

* Any prior exposure to academic literature review practices is considered a plus.

« Familiarity with reference management tools (e.g., Zotero, Mendeley) is considered a plus.

+ Basic knowledge of LaTeX for academic writing is considered a plus.
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SECTION 5 — THE STUDENT

Student’s Name and
Surname

Immatriculation Number

Email Address at UniFi

Curriculum Economics o / Development Economics o

SECTION 6 — DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND ECTS RECOGNITION

The detailed schedule of the student’s activities will be determined jointly by the professor and the student,
taking into account the student’s other courses in the MSc Economics and Development.
The professor will be available to guide the student and provide the materials and support which are
necessary for the research assistantship. The professor will monitor the student’s progress through periodic
check-in meetings (indicatively at the end of Stage 2 and Stage 3), will provide constructive feedback, and
will prepare a final evaluation of the student’s work.
Before the research assistantship begins, the student will follow the online course HS Workers’ General
Training — 2026 available at https://formstudelearning.unifi.it/course/index.php?categoryid=2, pass the
exam for this course, and send to the professor proof of having passed the exam.
The student will then diligently perform the activities the research assistantship requires, will meet
deadlines, will treat the data and information related to his/her activities as confidential, will fill a logbook of
his/her activities, and will prepare a final report about his/her research assistantship.
In order to earn 6 ECTS as B004980 Tirocinio, the student will send the following documents to
english.msc@economia.unifi.it:

* Logbook of his/her activities which certifies at least 150 hours of work in the research project (signed

by the professor);

* Areport about his/her research assistantship;

» Answers to a questionnaire about his/her research assistantship.
The professor will send to english.msc@economia.unifi.it a final evaluation of the student’s work.
The above is consistent with the “Regolamento per la disciplina delle attivita formative interne come
assistente alla ricerca del corso di laurea magistrale in Economics and Development”. The professor and
the student have read such a document and accept its content.

Date:

Professor’s signature:

Student’s signature:
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