
Proposal of Research Assistantship 

MSc in Economics and Development, Università degli Studi di Firenze 

 

SECTION 1 – KEY INFO 

 

Research Project Title Mapping the Food Policy of Florence 

Proposing professor Filippo Randelli 
Filippo.randelli@unifi.it 

Workload 150 hours, to be recognized as B004980 Tirocinio (6 
ECTS). 

Time period September 1, 2026 – November 30, 2026. 

Working place X At the Dipartimento di Scienze per l’Economia e 
l’Impresa 

☐ Remote 

☐ Hybrid 

☐ Other (specify) ______________________________ 

 

SECTION 2 – BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF RESEARCH PROJECT 

The student will be part of an existing research group supporting the Municipality of Florence in 
the set up of the nascent Urban Food Policy. The research project started in April 2026 and will 
continue in the second part of 2026. The goal is to map the potential individual, businesses, NGOs 
and institutions to be involved in the Food Policy of Florence. The municipality of Florence has 
signed a Research Contract with DISEI and prof. Randelli is the Principal Investigator of it. The 
collected data will be managed with Quantum GIS and the output of our work will be shared with 
the Urban Group leaded by the Municipality of Florence. 

If needed we will collect also qualitative data with interviews and eventually focus groups. Also 
the Food Hub of Florence (Mercafir) is part of our research field because it will have an important 
role in the Food Policy of Florence.  

 

SECTION 3 – DETAILS ABOUT THE RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIP 

Objectives 
After the research assistantship, the student will be able to: 

• Apply spatial analysis techniques with QGIS software. 

• Write a critical review of the scientific literature on an advanced topic. 

• Manage and analyze a large panel dataset. 

• Interpret and present the results of an econometric analysis in a professional manner. 

Main Tasks for the Research Assistant 
Literature search; identification and download of climate and agricultural datasets. 

● Making interviews to members participating to the Florence Food Policy 
● Collecting data on potential business interested in the Florence Food Policy 
● Cleaning and merging of different datasets; creation of variables of interest. 



● Performing descriptive statistical analyses; estimating regression models under the 
supervision of the professor. 

● Preparation of graphs, maps, and tables to visualize the results; contribution to the drafting 
of the methodological section of a research report. 

Tools and Methodologies 
● Software/Programming Languages: [Stata, QGIS] 
● Methodologies: [Panel data analysis, Qualitative analysis, Survey design] 

Tentative Schedule of the Student’s Work 
● Stage 1 (Month 1): Literature review and bibliography on Food Policy around the world; search 
and collection of sources of data. 
● Stage 2 (Months 2): Constructing and clearing of the dataset; descriptive data analysis. 
● Stage 4 (Month 3): Writing of a report about the results of stage 3, including graphs and tables. 

 

SECTION 4 – SKILLS AND REQUIREMENTS 

Application Requirements 
 

● Essential Requirements: 
 
○ Knowledge of italian language 
○ Basic knowledge of Stata or R 

● Preferential Requirements: 
 
○ At least 6 ECTS earned by passing exams of Environment and Development 
○ Some experience with geospatial data management 

 

 

 

Date: 22/05/2026 

 

 

Signature of the proposing professor:   


